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Matter of FACT 


Ala Mode de FRANCE: 


3 SY 2. 


CASE -STATED 


After the French Manner, 


\. In Relation to the Alliance propoſe by the Iwo Crowns 


OF 


England and France, 


—» 


Wicththe STATES of the 


'S UNITED NETHERLANDS 


WITH 


Rational Refleftions thereon, 


IN A 


LETTER 


From a Burgher of Anſterdan, to his Friend in the Conpayne, 


Dated January 30. 1680. 


Engliſhed from the French/Copy. 


Printed in the Year 1680. 
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- (1) 


A LETT ER from a Burgher of Amſterdam, to his Friend in 
the Campagne. January 30. 1680. 


SIR, 
Hough you reſide in the Compagne, and within a great re- 
9h tirement, by. tis impoſſible that the report of the affairs 
now tranſacted;and under debate inthe Cities, ſhould not 

come to your ears. * Tis: moſt plain thar this Republick of ours 
cannot have an affair of greater importance ; but 'ris ſodifferently 
dilcourſed of; and pafſion and particular intereſts make fuch divi- 
ſion of the Wits, cha: *ris almoſt impoſſible ro know on which 
ſide the reaſon lies, unlels a man firſt rocally lay alide all manner 


of prepolleſſion, and examine matters as becomes a good Repub- 


lican, who conſiders only the weal and advantage of his Coun- 
try. la the mean time we ate very. unhappy, chat haying with 
mu: toii freedour ſelves from a vexatious War,ſhould now again 
ſee our ſelyes upon the very-poinc of falling into our paſt Cala- 
mities, by a Conduct repugnant to whart our true Intereſts require. 

[ intend nor to cty about the Town the Memorials given to 


the States by the Embaſlador of France,and Envoy of England. The 
* Conſiderations upon the Alliance of France ; the Refleftions on 


thoſe Conſiderations ; the Treaties of England, and ſuch like things 
nowin Print, which moſt have the curioſity to read, though few 
make a due reflection thereon; nevertheleſs I doubt not bur our 
Magiſtrates are ſufficiently enlightned to judge as they oughe of 
the great conſequence of an affair of chis Nature. 

Bur (Sir) be pleaſed to obſerve what is the matter. - Fraxce de- 
mands the renovation of a former Alliance had with this State 
the King of Enzland oppoſeth it: the French King will have a de- 
finitive anſwer ; the King of England pretends that this Alliance is 
againſt him,and offers many hundred millions, and the very blood 
of half his Subjetsto alfiſt this State, in caſe Fraxce ſhall diſturbir 
for refuſal of this Alliance at His Majeſty of Great Britains re- 
queſt. Upon this the States excuſe chernlelves to France, in reſpeR 
of the Conjun&ture of time, which will not permit, them to enter 
into Engagements. 

Sir, You know Ihave no other intereſt in an affair of this na- 


' ture than the defireto ſee my own dear Country enjoy a repole 


ſo neceſfary for her after thole inderrearments and convulſions ſhe 


hath ſuffer'd. You will here ſee only ſimple refletions,on which 
| A pray” 


(2) < 7 
pray give me your ſentiments, to Dy ng [l may conforme rmitis 
chereunto.Bu that you may nor ſpeak without a ground, and wirh- 
out knowledge ofche cauſe, as not only lome parricular perſons 
do, butalſo ſome of thoſe whom to our forrow Heayen has made 
Judges i in this cauſe, igtreat you, firſt to read the memorials which 
are extant on this ſubjeR, All the treaties which ' we-haye with 
Princes, and cos the three laſt which we'made with Eng- 
tend, ſince the-taſt peace Which hatlyrecoficil'd us withhat Crown, 
| fo that I may give you my opinion upon the ground of the de- 
mand whichthe French King hath made of renewing his Alliance, 
and npon the inſtance of England torefule it. 
-| 1 find moreover that Fraxce had pleaſed us if ic had not made 
this demand at preſent, andiir might hive ſo come to pals chat if 
his moſt Chrilian Majeſty had foreſeen the confulions or ancon- 
Yenieacy, .ic expolerh.us-to atthis day, he would haveAHeft us to 
have lome over to him'withthertime, "and it may be allo that we 


ſhould ſoon-have deemed it our intereſt to requeſt his Alliance - 


withthe ſame inſtances, andimportunity which we ar othes times 
kzyedone. Bur on the” &ther hand, can you diſlike that the French 
King perceiving delay to anſwer whit we promiſed readily 
to comply wk, ſhould ould at length know' what he is to trult to : 

'I cannot « barn him if” he regu the ſimple excuſes whietr the 


States. make — alledge no Jealon which ay la& 
tiche him. 


- / *Tistrue, the States are free,and not obliged t ro render oP? rea- 
ſon of their 'Condudt;yet the DCIS whexeof they ſerve 
theni{clves of a foupdation for the Exciiſes which they make to 

-enter at preſent into an Alice with © 6 may be particularly 

reduced co two. 

The firſt is, that if the h_ make an Alliance with France, be- 
cauſe France dernands i it, they loſe theif Liberty and Freedom ; ; for 


every time the moſt Chriftian King ſhall pleaſe ro demand any/” 


thing, the States muſt obey as Slaves. Sir, I know not {what you 
will think of this conſequence z as for me who have looked into 
the Extenſon chat Mr. Cownſeller Pentionary hath tnade to the States 
of Ho#.2:d of the Propotition of the French Alliance, viz, That Es 
misſt Chriſtian Majeſty well knows that the States are free, and at liberty to 
wee ,or-not to make Alliances. I find this conſequence not to be juſt, 
as ſeeming only to enquire whether the King of France hath ſub- 
ject marrer to purſue this demand,and whether we may fairly re- 
Gals 4 it, and not whether we do. nor give him juſt cauſe to com- 


\ plain 


me ey ym <tc". 


Dn 


— 


\ 


('3) 
plain of ys;in not anfwering as we ought, the ſincere Alſurantes he hath 
gwen uot bus Atiechion, which he even yet continues to doby the Letter 
whichhe' wrote to the States Gen; cal on che lubjettot the Dolphms Mar- 


V be-fecond Reaſon che States. bring to continue their Excuſe of the 


French Aiuance, 1 toanded upon the-repeated Jnſtagces of the molt Chri- 
ſtan Kwg,” conchding thereuy, hat there muſt lye hid in that demand, 
ſome ſuſp:c:0us monve which © .ght roampede and withhold their conſent 


cthereun(®.:: -. ft, ; 
| ButSar,upon conſdering; the matter without paſtion, you will find that 'ris 


- (inchis,ag-0w private and particular atfairs natural tor us to,geligea yea, 


or a nay, 2.grant, or denial, when thofe perions trom whom we may juſtly 


_ Expect eijat whnclt we requelt, rurn rheir backs upon us. 1 do not believe 


thatupime con equence of, lo weak 4 roundation, they'ought tw eſtabliſh a 
retufat, which may have efieas lo dangerous to the State. | 

;| Bux the Bolt ot ailthe Reaions is: thae whuch chey alledge in publick, +=. 
Thar 'ris tic true interelt of thc Stages to continue Neuters in the preſence 
conjuncture: It His moſt Chriſtian Majefly would reſt contene therewith, 
our Stare would be 19. happy. And | verily believe the King of Fraxce 
would bave bcen comtenttlicrewith, and that the States would have inſift- 


ed uprn ut as their beſt Excuie, were there {o good2 ground for it as it 


ro hzve romake us determine a Neutrality as things now ſtand. 
'Sir, Itelicve you are of ther opinion, who lay, thap to pretend an exact 
Neetraley the States ought cither apt tq/ be allyed with any Prince, - or to 
þe equally ally ed with ail: And thar it is to no purpole tor us to ſay,” thas 


=> our Altances were made during the War, with Fraxce,fince being ſtipulated, 
- xo continue after the Peace, they areto be looked 0n now as made atter the 


Jeace. Juctge you then if France hath not reaſon to ſay, that we are not 
_ ally<e.wuh the Emperour, with Spajy, and many other Princes, bur 
with Fig \und alſoro perpetuty, withour any deſire at all to be allyed with 
#-. Our Neutrality at this rate can be nothing elſe than a Neutrality 
in 74a, conceiwed by the natural deſire we have of the adv we may 
draw thence, in caſe we could really attain to ke-Neuters at this-preſenc 
Coauntare. They groutd the pretence of this Neutrality an this, that 
having refuſed a Treaty of Guarranty, reciprocal with  Zag/and, to which 
they tay we are obliged by two | reaties, we now remain in an exact Neu- 
trality, if we retuſe the Alliance with Fraxce. 

Sir, \ ray obſerve, that there arerwo things conſiderable on this feore : 
Firſt, Whether the rwo Treaties betore alledyed have been by conſequence 


| truly obligatory. Secondly, If they have ſo been (25 England pretends) 


whether tor that reaſon we ought to determine a refuſal of the Alliance 
with France, 2s we have declined the League of Guarranty, to the end we 
may be able to ſtile our ſelves Neuters. 

You free what Judgment you ought to give this matter, ſince ( in 
rrurh) yoy will clearly obſerve that theſe two Treaties on which England 
fo much builds, have remained without effe&, and without obligation. And 
char a third. Treaty of perpetual Alliance with that Crown, continuing in 
force, alrogether obſtructs our remaining Neuters. | 

The firlt of theſe Treaties is tl.at of the month of Jaxzary, 1678. by 
which Exg/o4d and the cc oye upon certain Articles or Conditions 
of Peace, 19 which they ed to __ France and Spain to _— 


- Peace, gave occaſion for this'T 


force, which is that” 


- and obliged hemſclves ro earitigte _ power thereunto; and-to 


warrant-that Peace.” *:But' the Peace not-being conichdded upon:the Con- 
ditions-imended by Jbae Treaty, 'risplain, that that \Treary-19ino-fur- 


ther obligatory. 
' The ſecond Treaty is that of the mode ed July, in the ſam& year. The 
diffieujty:? Tyance mad@'to reſtore 'plites;afrer the ratification 'of the 


$ vwhich England and France a: 


d,  rhdrif the Peace berween France and the States were nor ſigned 
cfore- LN leventh.of rha month, they would unite all rheir'forces ro 
oblige [ane x0 Peace; and afterwatds would agree upon; the forecs 


they were to' cammibmetto warrantr.- Bur-the Peace was ſigned rhe 
renth, 4d ſo by -conſkqnence thar Treaty'is fallerto the ground, and 
conrmadsvihourghligation as the former," ir being impoſſible ( the 


foundatibre of the TWAWEy failing) that! any one hiog dependant thereom 
ſhoutd 11 T 
ps ſay thar I-here plead the cauſe. of France, but 


iſtalone: ; 
- S$1#,? #1 þ 
1 afſare YOu truth is more prevalent with me than any particular intereſt. 


And w& eur ſelves have acknowledged har rhtfe Treaties do nor bind 


as when we declined to make the Treaty. of Guarfanty reciprocal 'with 
England which hath given occaſion for the general opinion, moſt men not 
Well infotthed arc of Fhat all Treaties made by us during the War, donot 


© eontintie fince the Peacs: And that in refuſing/to/enter into any Engage- 


ment with'France, we do'butonly' maintain a Neutrality. 
" 7,1 know 'ris cirher ignorance, or the il] deſigns of ſome particular 


| perſons ther hath begot this obſtacle in theSpirir of the publick. For 


'tis well knowh, we a third Tteaty of Alliance with Zng/md, fiijlin 


and you <tniter ben fttanger to it; we obſerve that this Treacy was 
not mide on the Subje@ of the War, but ro engage us in a perpetual Al- 


hancewith Frgbind.-. And upon the obligations ofthis Treaty it is that oy 
Eneland rakes the ground of irs ſoliciting this State nor co ally -ir-ſclt. 


with Frante, hd nor'to do # thihy which it judgeth contrary ro the 


.* go6d Union and Atyity we'have promiſed. 


; By-this you will jadge if for not having made theTreaty of Guarranty 
with England, we niayfairly refuſe the Ailiance' of France. And whe- 


=, theft for this we are Tefs allicd with Eng/and, "and almoſt all the Princes - 
* of Europe, And whether as chings' wow fiynd we 


ſo much as pretend, 


SYS, 


toda In a true Neutrality, 

It ray be you khow the Diſc Thar f{avice will make War with 
Fnlind, as "tis faid it will with Spain, in ry rp Iraly, and in Gey- 
bony : Thar the Kitg's delign is hole ro engage us ina War 
with Fe and ther although + eAlliatiee which-rhe King of France 
demands be only defenſive, yet he will find a way xo oblige us. to alliſt 
him in this War, 4n cauling hitnſclt to be mga " England,. which 
he mty eaſily proveby ſending ſome 0 + oF; onr the Exgli)h, 

the accouttt'6f the Flag And that E melakd 


Bak. will be drawn | headfong into thaz Nulamiry which they ſo much 
a@ 


Jidity of GEE on WhieH-they are. built. You know -bertet 
3 $ | X He / | than 


he third\of 'Mrch, 1694, the ſtreers ring of. ir, 


ing it ſelf obliged _ 
" © declare Wat with Tame, to that Ee Ws Stares by this 


' BeFleaſcd byt wWrelked upon all theſe conſ WE and npon the ſo- | 


ts) 
than 1 how much it is — intereſt ro be uniced wich Eng] imidbor bean 
not fee how you can find folidixy envugh-in the pribeiples i down, 
or in the pretence of Engiizd Gen ir 7 have it ears" Us 
our duty if we renew our Alliance with France, that Alliance was never 
againſt England, why ſhould it be ſo now ? All the Princes with whom 
the States are allyed may fay as much thereof. 

But Sir, ler'us leave there a!l foreign conſiderations, and inquire into 
our own intereſt preferrable to every thing elſe. Do you not find as well 
L, that 'tis eſſential roour liberty tobe av leis 
another, Has not a miſchievous experience more than once taught us 
what relyance we may have upon theonerather the o:her F And our 
independance is nev cary our fclves equally 


77 gow 1 thas 
on both ſides; and 6a 1h we have an rallce to have one tor us 


again(t rhe orher, . 
Sr, I leave you to make all theſe refletions, and return to the Nate of 


a Neutrality ſo convenient, and ſo much covered by our republic Bur 
can that be-obraincd. yo'gther way fave by rcnow all tbo Alh 
which we have with ſo-many Princes, or in renewing that whight a 
fore we have had with Fraxce, and from which we have no flegder 
to excuſe our ſelyes? , m4 
+ Tis cexrain the firſt of theſe alterations ſairy nor with the incerelf of 
this Kepyblitk, onthe ather hand bow reaſonable focver the ſecond ap+ 
peares rome, yet it is.norfufficient to ſecare us againſt the danger which 
we fearwhich is, cit che Alliance wich France hold oblige us tg. cocer in- 
ro a war wgzioſt Exg/. what cxpedienthen fhall-we make uſe gh, in this 
perplotiy ? As for megitl ny de the rrugh, without partialicy ] am 
apt ro believe thats King, who hath firong)y teſtified that be will egncern 
himſclfnglcfs roconttibure ro-our repole.tban ro ſecure our 4 and. 
who is\norin a Conditzon tonced; out old, wilkagain't out 4 tions. 
ingage ns in.u war. 1 much rather þefieve be will inch ConjunRuce baniſh 
our Pannique fears, and hcal our apprehenfigns 4a conſenting which we 
renewi with him ſhall nat-engageras to cnter-4n40 a- war With, Finghind 
for any Subje&t mattcr that can produce, we; promiling the ſame recis, 
rocally ro him. 'Tis inthis manneethar we may truly ſtand Nouter in a 
onjunqure wherein it fo much importsas roeominue fo. ts 
' Sr, Fam confident an expedient vs this kind will mece. with your ap» 
probarion,and if you and I have any band in the matrer, there 's.no parti» 
calar' confideration.will be ble: 1o0 make us depart from this Sentiment, 
whateyet ha | am perſwaded that the King of France knows ſo 
well rhegeound aid butrom of our inclinations, that if the States make 
any ſteps in rhis affair which are nor conformable ro theay, be will nog 
look upon it to be rhe act of the generality. But ſince publick reſoluct- 
ons do-explicace the general ſentiments, ] cannor ſec whay we have to fay 
i-cafo he do fo. 'And that it is nor for him wo make the diſtmaQion, if 
ſome parcicular perſons inrercſts do hinder us from correſpynding as we 
would with the marks of his amity, 1 would hope for {q much, that he 
will make ſome allowance, and have ſome regard to the Now humour of 
this people, who recoil rather than adyance, when they are preſſed, and 
give them timeto lay aſide and rerrirg from thoſe prepollefſions in which 
they now are; aud that they may have wornourt theſe ſiniſter impreſſions 


which ſome have made onthem againſt their rruc intereſts, 
B 2 dir, 


( 


% 


& \Y P. | - > 
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S$ir,.You will cmincri 9 "Yar ſend me word whether you are 
of my opinion, and whe 
reſpes your fclt. 1 expeſts 4. 


in anſwer, 2 am &, 
k ) 


SIR, * <7 A: 


REELS =Y 
-— = 7; our Sor. but ©c 
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Ince ve rom "o55 "A hearth ut the Londutt of che Searek of Hol- 

the deliberationthere takew the 24d. pait, gave the 

TS cauſe to complaint of their exCafer. of Ry lo as 
elem? 4 

Embi or rp mattered Mkt be hiv beck promiſe4.that all things 

till be knew the ultimate reſult of the King bis Mas 

the firſt offer which the States te that butimg more- 


ne 
ny reeerved His Mijefties Orders by a Courrrer expreſs, and therewith 


pabies notwithitanding this took thezy reſolution the next day the 23d; 
tvithout oy communicating this memorial to the Cities; and. without 


Od Py a matter of that importance, 
e% drone tes the there 6 been no ther me: 


ral he Co afemnbls, TD putres have we 
»-7 wo, Ho, Dena made upon 4he ſingle of) 
the « Hors "ker Pretedris, upon the demand which France 


here very high, that in another conjuntiure, 
went, the Deputies were made to bere 5 | 

metimedroow their hating made-any ſuch tran aftjon, or 
advance i m "this That ſome of the ho 5-4 thry haz e been de- 


cerved in berng ”: "ro believe that the Xi 

with this reſolution. There are others who difſown the Condutt of their 
Deputres: And fine, that the Councels ofthe Towns will examin more ma- 
turely an aff 121 of 'the higheſt conſequrnce. And as to the Provincesexcept 
thoſe of Frize and Groningen, they ought no! much todoubr of the other, for 
that thoſe of Guelder, Overiſſell'and Urrechr, bermg the mo(r Wo fo ed, and 
ſerrng yet at Welel, within their Neighbourhood, an. Army of. France, 
they my be brought totake reſolution more Vigourous, and more: Conjern . 
able totheir meveſt. PSY 4! 


ns 
* 


rd the States by a memorial of the 22th.” extheleſs the De+ 


trance was ſatisfied 


d-me partial in any- thing] bur what — 


